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PIKES PEAK UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN KICKOFF: 

SAFETY NET SERVICES, SCHOOL READINESS OR BOTH

     Colorado Springs, CO (September 8, 2011) Today, approximately fifty corporate and 

civic leaders gathered at Pikes Peak United Way headquarters on North Nevada as a 

formal 2011-2012 campaign goal of $5.9 million was announced, which if met this 

year will be the largest amount garnered to date.

     But the messaging put forth was more about lives changed than dollars sought. The 

longtime safety net service organization has over the past seven years expanded its reach 

into Community Impact programs with initiatives like the 2-1-1 Information and Referral 

hotline that connects over 25,000 local residents in need each year with the resources 

they require. 

     In an effort to see that every child in our community is ready to succeed in school, 

and in life, when they begin kindergarten, Pikes Peak United Way adopted school 

readiness as its second initiative in 2009.

     Today, the organization unveiled an expansion of this initiative with its newly 

established  “Success By 6” program. It was announced that after two years of dialog and 

research, approximately $680,000 from the annual Community Fund will be used to 

improve early literacy and family stability efforts on behalf of children birth to five in 

Colorado Springs District 11 and Harrison School District 2, where 75% of all high-risk 

children and their families reside.

        “It’s Pikes Peak United Way’s responsibility to focus on more than just providing  

safety net services, although that has been and will remain an important part of what we 

do,” says JD Dallager, President/CEO. “We have to prevent problems tomorrow by 

addressing issues today.”

     According to ongoing Quality of Life Indicator reports, only one in every three 10th 

graders in our community can do 10th grade math; one in every four 3rd graders can’t 

read at grade level; and one in every five 9th graders won’t graduate from high school. 

     “And that’s unacceptable, “ says Dallager.

For the first time, and in effort to fund the very best programs and practices in our 
community, the funding for the “Success By 6”  initiative will be open to all community 
agencies.  
     “We are confident that with our 42 Partner Agencies, we’ve got many of the right 
programs and people at the “initiative table” but we want to take that a step further and 
include some of the other best and most effective programs,” says Success By 6 Manager 

Amber Cote. “Our children are worth it.”
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