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Over Fifty District 2 Families Remain Available to 'Adopt’ this Holiday Season

Colorado Springs, Colo. — Pikes Peak United Way and Harrison School District 2 have partnered, once again,
to provide holiday cheer for local families in need. Pikes Peak United Way is helping to facilitate volunteers
to help meet the need.

Volunteers participating in the Adopt-a-Family program provides families facing financial hardship with not
only special gifts, but also essential items to celebrate the holiday season. Donations come in the form of
gift cards, clothing, household items, toys, and holiday treats, all aimed at meeting each family's specific
needs.

“This is critical for our families in Southeast Colorado Springs,” said Dr. Wendy Birhanzel, superintendent
at Harrison School District 2. “This year, so many families have experienced some form of financial crisis.
Many have had hours cut, been furloughed, or had family or household emergencies that prevent them
from being able to provide holiday gifts for their families. The support of our community is essential for
our students always, but especially now during these economically challenging times."

The Adopt-a-Family initiative started with over 200 hundred families this year and over 55 families remain in
need of support from caring individuals, community groups, and generous local businesses.

“Pikes Peak United Way is grateful for the incredible response so far, but many more families are still
waiting to be ‘adopted’ this holiday season,” said Cami Bremer, president and CEO of Pikes Peak United
Way. “We’re inviting neighbors, businesses, and community partners to step forward so every child can
experience the joy and stability they deserve.”

Many of the families registered for this year’s program are single-parent households, multigenerational
households, and families with members with disabilities. Many families have experienced the loss of an
immediate family member, faced serious crises like major health issues or urgent home repairs, and are
struggling with housing strain, including families living in shared living situations.

Those interested can learn more about each family, their individual situations, and the items on their wish
lists here. Some requests are simple; some lists are longer, based on the family size or their children’s age.
Donors can drop off their gifts at the Pikes Peak United Way Family Success Center at 1520 Verde Drive on
December 10 and 11 from 8:30am-6:00pm.

About Pikes Peak United Way: The mission of Pikes Peak United Way is to enhance youth success and family
stability in the Pikes Peak region by leading and lifting the most vulnerable in our community with
mentorship, life resources, and real job opportunities. Our signature programs and partner agencies focus on
connecting youth and their families to resources at the front end of their life journey to ensure access to
fundamental needs of food, shelter, and learning resources. Visit ppunitedway.org for more information.
#LiveUnited

#i#



